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Study Notes & Questions

Introduction
… to Week 1

… to Luke
Luke was a highly educated doctor
whose interest in history is reflected
in his writings, as he sets everything
in its historical context.
He is the only Gentile author in the
New Testament writing both Luke
and Acts, which together make up
the bulk of the NT.

… to the Series
GOD IS A SENDING GOD!
He sent Abraham [Gen 12];
he sent Moses [Ex 3];
he sent the prophets [eg Jonah];
he sent Jesus, who in turn sends
others, and US!

[Luke 9:1-17]
Sending the Twelve and Feeding the Many

Jesus is ministering in the northern
area of Galilee and gets more focussed
on his leadership and discipling of the
disciples.
Up to this point in his ministry he has
been teaching and healing, giving the
disciples plenty of opportunity to
assess who he is, and what he has been
sent to do.
Now the time has come to get
determined and point the way to what
real discipleship looks like.
The Sent One sends others.
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Sending the Twelve Feeding the Many

October 2 | Week 1
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Study Notes & Questions

notes and further study

Read Luke 9:1-6

✴ This same sending is

✤

found in Matthew 10
immediately following
Jesus’ plea to the
disciples to pray for the
Lord to send out workers
for the harvest [Matt
9:33-38]
See also Mark 6:6-12

✴ ‘Sent’ in Greek is

‘apostello’. Luke also
wrote The Acts of the
Apostles, recording what
these Sent Ones actually
did.

✤

✤

✤

✤

✴ Herod Antipas had put

✤

✴ v.9 ‘Herod tried to see

Jesus’. For instance …
Luke 13:31-33; 23:5-16
[esp v.5]

✴ Providing food in difficult
✤

✤

✤

The Sent Ones

What are they warned might happen?
Why do you think Jesus called the Twelve
together before he sent them out?
How does our ‘coming together with Jesus’
equip us for the task of being ‘sent out’?

How does this story of Herod’s response
illustrate v.5a?
Herod’s question “Who then is this?” is
answered across this Series. See 9:20; 9:35;
10:21-24. What is your answer to the question?

Read Luke 9:10-17
✤

circumstances is not a
problem for God.
See Exodus 16:1-18;
1 Kings 17:1-6;
2 Kings 4:42-44

The disciples are called to travel lightly. How
might we travel lightly today?

Read Luke 9:7-9
✤

John to death [see Matt
14 and Mark 6]

What does Jesus enable the Twelve to do?

Withdrawing is important, but ministry is
demanding. How do you experience this
tension? [see vv 10-11]
Jesus had told the disciples to take no bread or
money with them. Under those circumstances,
why do you think he would ask them to give the
crowd something to eat?
How do you see God’s abundance in your life?
Do you look to Jesus to satisfy you? Where else
are you tempted to find what you need?

Sending the Twelve Feeding the Many
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The Truth Declared
… Week 2

Luke 9:18-27

Being surrounded by such idolatry, this
question Jesus asked begins to bring
clarity to the disciples’ understanding.

This passage begins to answer the
“Who is Jesus” question that arises
throughout Luke.

Jesus’ identity is becoming clearer, and
this declaration brings about a turning
point in the Gospel of Luke.

Peter’s declaration is also found in
Matthew 16:13-20 and Mark 8:34-38.

Jesus begins to teach the disciples
about his road to suffering and death,
which is the necessary path of the
Messiah.

Matthew and Mark tell us the
disciples were in Caesarea Philippi
[named after the Roman Caesar]. This area
had shrines and temples to other
gods, which makes Jesus’ question
even more potent. In the surrounding
rocks there was a cavern dedicated
to the god Pan, as it was believed to
be his birthplace. In fact this place
was named Panias before the
Romans named it to honour Caesar.

His identity had been made clear at his
baptism [Luke 3:21-22] but Luke also
makes it clear that it stretched back to
when he was 12, saying to his parents
‘Didn’t you know I had to be in my
Father’s house?” [Luke 3:41-52]
Declaring that Jesus is the Messiah
also brings with it the need for radical
commitment.
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Study Notes & Questions

notes and further study

Read Luke 9:18-20

✴ The terms ‘Messiah’ and

✤

‘Christ’ are the Hebrew
and Greek words
meaning ‘the anointed
One of God.’ Not a
surname for Jesus, but a
title!

✤

✴ Theologian Darrell Bock

says: “What Peter is
confessing is that Jesus is
not merely a prophetic
revealer of God’s way, he
is the deliverer who
brings God’s way … Jesus
is not the messenger; he
is the message.”

✤

✤

As in 9:10, Jesus is spending intimate time with
his disciples when he asks them this profound
question. What do you think would be the
average person’s response to the question
“Who is Jesus?”
What do you believe sets Jesus apart from
being merely a prophet?
What does Jesus being the Messiah mean for
you?
How does understanding the uniqueness of
Jesus change your perspective on Christianity?

Read Luke 9:21-27
✴ Being a disciple is about

being both a ‘learner’ and
a ‘follower’. Being a
disciple requires
discipline.

✤

✤

✴ Popular thinking of the

day was of a triumphant
Messiah, who would bring
victory over the Roman
occupation.

✤

✴ Jesus has to make his

point several times before
the disciples fully
understand. They needed
listening ears and open
hearts. ‘Ministry is not a
matter of power and
privilege, but of humility
and service.’ D Bock
‘Luke’ 1994

The Sent Ones

✤

✤

Why do you think Jesus wanted the truth that
he is the Messiah to be only for the disciples at
this time? [v.21]
The nature of ‘the Messiah’ is now revealed.
How do you think the disciples would have
reacted to hearing Jesus say that he must suffer
and die? cf. Matthew 16:21-23
Suffering, by nature, is hard. How are you
dealing with the challenge of ‘taking up your
cross’ and ‘losing your life’?
Jesus does not send, where he does not go.
How does the fact that Jesus suffered for us
encourage you in suffering for him and for the
sake of the Gospel?
As you live for Jesus, where do you find it
tempting to ‘be ashamed of him and his
words’? What steps can you take to be more
bold?

The Truth Declared
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Touching Heaven and Hell
… Week 3

Luke 9:28-43b

Tom Wright in his commentary ‘Luke
for Everyone’ says:
“All the gospel-writers follow the story
of the transfiguration with the story of
a boy who is desperately ill, so sick
that the disciples hadn’t been able to
cure him. They seem to be telling us
that the two go together: the
mountain-top experience and the
shrieking, stubborn demon.”
Jesus chooses his three closest
disciples to join him on the mountain
for prayer.
Following his teaching about death
and suffering, they were brought into
a privileged experience of heaven.

For the disciples to see Moses and
Elijah with their newly proclaimed
Messiah, gives them a glimpse of the
richness of the Old Testament - the Law
represented by Moses and the
prophets represented by Elijah.
The Old Testament is fulfilled in the
person and work of Jesus Christ. His
suffering and sacrifice is God’s great
and ultimate saving event, mirroring
the Exodus as the great saving event of
the Old Testament.
Our passage this week gives us a
mountain-top experience followed by
a real-world experience.
Mountain-top experiences are never
given for their own sake. Tom Wright
says: ‘We are equipped by them, so
God can use us in his needy world.’
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notes and further study

Read Luke 9:28-36

✴ Jesus taking three of his

✤

disciples with him up the
mountain fulfils his
comment in v.27

✤

✴ John and James were

brothers, the sons of
Zebedee and both
immediately followed Jesus
when he called them,
leaving the boat and their
father [Matt 4:18-20] cf. Lk
9:57-62.

✤

✤

✤

What have been some of your most spiritually
inspiring moments?
Compare Luke 9:35 with Luke 3:21-22.
How does this description of Jesus help us?
Why do you think Peter wanted to construct
shelters for Jesus, Moses & Elijah?
Jesus’ transfiguration was a special moment for
Peter, James and John. Why do you think they
kept silent about it, when they went down the
mountain?
How do you think the Transfiguration would
have prepared Jesus for all that was to come?

Read Luke 9:37-43a
✴ As we experience and grow

✤

Think about the times in your life when you
have been confronted with the pain of the
world. How have your mountain-top
experiences helped you to deal with those
times?

✤

The apparent failure of the disciples to cast out
the demon shows their short memory - recall
Luke 9:6 & 10. How can we rely more fully on
the power of Christ, and ‘listen to Him’? 9:35

in God’s presence, power
and beauty, we are enabled
more and more to see,
understand and respond to
the evil of the world.

✴ Matthew and Mark also

follow the Transfiguration
with the story of the sick
boy. Matthew 17:22, 23;
Mark 9:14-29

✤

✴ The fact that this boy is ‘an

only son’ indicates what is
at stake here for the father.
In ancient culture boys
guaranteed family heritage.

The Sent Ones

✤

Jesus’ rebuke in v. 41 is interesting. How do you
see the world going awry without Jesus at the
centre?
As Jesus returns the healed boy to his father, we
see everyone astounded at the greatness of
God. Does God’s greatness encourage you to
trust him more and more each day?

Touching Heaven and Hell
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True Greatness
… Week 4

Luke 9:43b-50

In this week’s reading we see that
Jesus again predicts his death, but
also includes the tragic addition of
his betrayal.
The disciples find themselves once
more in a state of confusion, not fully
understanding what is going on.
They must still have had the idea that
Jesus would be a conquering military
messiah, rather than a humble
serving Messiah.
It seems strange that they chose not
to ask him what he meant, when he is
so clearly willing to teach them.

The argument over importance among
the disciples is an accurate reflection
on the human condition.
We are so often concerned about our
own place, comfort, and greatness, that
the humility of servanthood eludes us.
Greatness does not come from
position or privilege, but simply by
being a child of God. Even little
children have dignity and are great.
In the last two verses of this passage, it
seems John tries to justify the disciples’
inadequacy by putting others down.
Last week’s passage showed the
disciples unable to cast out a demon.
They now want to condemn those who
are able.
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Read Luke 9:43b-45

✴ In v.44 Jesus is urging his

✤

followers to do what his
Father had told them to do
[v.35] - listen to him!

✴ The contrast of success and

rejection is crucial to the
gospel story. The cross is
where God’s justice meets
His mercy, and love and
forgiveness win the battle
over sin.

✤

✤

✤

People were still marvelling at all Jesus had
done [v.43b]. Why would Jesus ‘dampen the
mood’ by returning to the topic of suffering?
Why do you think the disciples didn’t
understand what Jesus was saying?
Why do you think the topic of suffering is still
hard for Christians to take on board?
What expectations of the Christian life do you
have that may need revision?

Read Luke 9:46-48
✴ Jesus calls us away from

pursuing status and power.
Humility is fundamental for
all disciples.

✤

✤

✴ Humility has been

described as ‘having a right
view of yourself, and a right
view of God.’

✴ Compare v.49 with v. 40.

How easy it is to justify our
own greatness by
diminishing that of others.

✴ All disciples are to minister,

✤

Where does your human ambition hinder true
ministry? What does holy ambition look like for
you?
Where have you seen a true servant leader and
how has that inspired you?

Read Luke 9:49-50
✤

✤

and should be encouraged
and empowered to do so.

✤

The Sent Ones

There is nothing new about humans working
out a pecking order. Where do you see this at
play in your own life?

How often do you find yourself putting down
another Christian who “is not one of us.”
Jesus points out the error of their ways.
How can you grow in encouraging others?
In your own words what does this week’s
reading teach you about being a ‘Sent One’?

True Greatness
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The Cost
… Week 5

Luke 9:51-62

This passage begins a new section in
Luke’s Gospel, and we now see some
very serious times of solid and often
difficult teaching coming from the lips
of Jesus.
The big hint of this new era is given in
v.51 as Luke begins with …
‘As the time approached for him
to be taken up to heaven, Jesus
resolutely set out for Jerusalem.’
This brings with it a deliberate change
of emphasis. Up to this point Jesus
had ‘done’ many things and
performed miracles. From this point
on there is much more emphasis on
teaching.

In these few short verses we see Jesus’
being opposed. We know, from both
the Scriptures and from experience,
that Jesus’ way often leads to rejection.
The lesson to learn is how we to
respond to that rejection.
Jesus had already faced rejection from
the Jews, but in this instance it comes
from another ethnic group - the
Samaritans. It is important for us to
reflect on how we respond to rejection
as we face a world that is increasingly
hostile to Christianity.
In the midst of this rejection, it is crucial
to understand what true discipleship
looks like. It took time for the first
disciples to come to terms with
rejection as a part of discipleship.
As disciples today, have we come to
terms with this difficult idea?
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Read Luke 9:51-56

✴ Luke is the only Gospel to

✤

✴ From the time of the exile

✤

include this rejection by the
Samaritans as Jesus
journeys to Jerusalem.
Jews held the Samaritans in
low regard as being a
mixed race and socially
beneath them. The
Samaritans worshipped on
Mt Gerizim and the Jews in
Jerusalem.

✤

Read 9:30,31 - Jesus knew his destiny.
How resolute are you about following through
on the tough calls of discipleship?
Read 2 Kings 1:9-16 - Elijah responded to
opposition by calling down fire from heaven.
How does Jesus’ messiahship change the
disciples’ modus operandi?
Jesus operates in a new sphere of humility and
grace. How can we respond better when faced
with opposition?

✴ v.51 likely refers to Jesus’

ascension [Lk 24:51; Acts 1:9]

✴ Reflect on the open-ended

nature of this man’s
statement - ‘I will follow you
wherever you go’.

Read Luke 9:57-58
✤

✤

✴ Jewish students lived with

their teachers in order to
learn. This teacher has no
home.

✴ If this man was genuinely in

mourning for his dead
father, he would not be out
in public. It is likely that this
is referring to a situation
where the father is healthy,
and the son is making
excuses to remain at home.

The Sent Ones

How are our expectations shaped by western
society?

Read Luke 9:59-62
✤

✤

✤

✴ Hyperbole is a teaching

method which uses
exaggeration to make a
point, but is not to be taken
literally.

How do you react to the thought that following
Jesus may mean being deprived of things?

✤

How would you paraphrase vv. 59-60?
How can the ‘dead’ do anything? Reflect on
what it is to be spiritually dead.
Tom Wright says: “If you’re on a journey, the
map you need is the one which tells you where
to go next, not the one for the road you’ve just
travelled.”
How ready are you for where Jesus might take
you next?
What excuse/s do you use for not following
Jesus as fully as you might?

The Cost
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Sending the Seventy Two
… Week 6

Luke 10:1-24

Those who follow Jesus and learn
from him, don’t do it just for their
own sake. Followers and learners are
sent out.
Jesus sent the seventy two to go to
places he also planned to go. It must
have been encouraging for them to
know Jesus would be following them
on their journey.
There is a sense of urgency in these
verses, as Jesus knew it would be the
last opportunity these towns would
have to hear and see him. Remember
he was resolutely setting his face
towards Jerusalem [9:51].

It’s also good to know that Jesus wasn’t
prepared to leave the ministry to a
select few. At the beginning of Luke 9
Jesus sends out the twelve. Now he’s
sending out this larger group who
were to pray for an even larger group
to go out. [10:2]
Take heart that there is no
unemployment in Christian service.
God has work for us all.
Any Christian service we offer must be
covered in prayer. Not only do we
need to pray, but we need to mobilise
others to pray.
What an encouragement it is to see
that despite Jesus warning these
messengers that it would be tough
going, there was nothing but joy in
their spirits when they returned.
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Read Luke 10:1-16

✴ Some early manuscripts

✤

record the number of
those sent as 70 and
others as 72. This could
symbolically refer to
Exodus 24:1 & Numbers
11:16 or to the 72 nations
listed in Genesis 10-11.

✴ v.15 - Capernaum was

Jesus’ base for his
ministry in the north and
was at a crossroad of
traders and the Roman
army. This meant that
news had the potential to
go far and wide.

✴ When Jesus declares that

the disciples have
authority over snakes and
scorpions, he refers to
creatures that represent
evil and Satan.

✤

✤

✤

✤

✴ v. 21 The Gospel is for all

people, not just for the
elite or educated.

The Sent Ones

How can we gain confidence in the inherent
power of the Gospel to transform lives?
How do we prepare ourselves for the hardship
of doing God’s work?
The struggle of mission means we need to
travel lightly. How does our attachment to
earthly concerns inhibit our ability to be sent
out?
God’s judgement of evil is real and right.
As the message was declared, what were the
basic choices the hearers had?

Read Luke 10:17-24
✤

✤

✴ Having power is not the

major blessing, but
having your name written
in heaven is to be prized
above all else.

What is your personal response to the fact that
‘the harvest is plentiful but the labourers are
few’? Where are you ‘a sent one’ with the
Gospel?

✤

Seeing God at work brings great joy! How does
the passage show the success of the 72 was not
brought about by their own efforts?
The kingdom of God is not trivial or irrelevant.
How can you make it relevant in some of your
everyday life situations?
v.23 & 24 How grateful are you that you
understand the greatest news in the world?
Pray ‘full of joy through the Holy Spirit’ that you
will be a faithful sent one with what God has
revealed to you about Jesus.

Sending the Seventy Two
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The Good Samaritan
… Week 7

Luke 10:25-37

The behaviour of Christ followers
indicates that they follow Christ.

This is such a familiar parable that we
need to guard against complacency
and read it with fresh eyes.

However, the whole of Scripture
speaks clearly that no one can be
forgiven by God, and receive eternal
life by ‘doing’ things.

‘The Good Samaritan’ has become a
familiar catchphrase within wider
society, however many people are
unaware that its origins are in
Scripture, or that this is teaching
directly from Jesus.

The question asked by this man is the
key. “What must I do to inherit eternal
life?” You can receive an inheritance
only by being an heir. And no amount
of ‘doing’ will make you an heir.

Reading this parable in the context of
these chapters, and indeed, in the
context of this series, ‘The Sent Ones’,
helps us see that being sent includes
having attitudes and behaviours that
distinguish us from the general
population.

It is only by God’s grace that we
receive the gift of forgiveness through
Jesus’ death on the cross, and become
the adopted sons and daughters of
God who receive the gift of eternal life.
We then live as his forgiven and
devoted followers.

Love Jesus | Grow Disciples | Serve and Change the World
The Sent Ones

The Good Samaritan

November 13 | Week 7

North Pine Anglican

notes and further study

✴ Jesus recognised that this

Study Notes & Questions

Read Luke 10:25-29
✤

man was a lawyer.
Insightfully his question
went right to the heart of
Jewish law.

✴ Being a expert in the law,

this man was probably a
Pharisee. Because of that
he would have viewed
himself as ethnically and
religiously superior to
others.

✴ Jewish society was

divided into three
segments - Priests, Levites
and all others. Jesus uses
shock value to include
Samaritans into the third
category.

✤

✤

The Sent Ones

Read Exodus 20:1-17, Deuteronomy 5:6-21;
and Matthew 22:34-40.
How can the Ten Commandments and Jesus’
summary of them, help us to gain eternal life?
Why then, do we fail, and what is God’s answer?

v.29. What answer do you think the lawyer was
expecting? In what way might he have been
trying to justify himself?

Read Luke 10:30-37
✤

✤

✴ Tom Wright says that what

is at the heart of this
confrontation is a clash
between two different
visions of what it is to be
God’s people, Israel …
whether it is to have a
narrow definition or be
generously inclusive.

The reason for this lawyer’s question was to test
Jesus.
How often do you fall into the trap of wanting to
question Jesus to escape obedience rather than
do what he says?

✤

The needs of others often brings out various
responses in us. What do you believe is the
attitude this parable teaches?

How does this parable take us beyond a
‘general’ morality [e.g. be kind to people who need
help] into something which is genuinely
distinctive and counter-cultural?

Jesus’ reply to the man to simply ‘be’ a
neighbour, means that no one should be ruled
out. Think about and share a time when you
helped someone you wouldn’t normally
associate with.

The Good Samaritan
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Mary and Martha
… Week 8

Luke 10:38-42

This story of Mary and Martha is
unique to Luke and introduces two of
Jesus’ best supporters and friends.
We see more of them in John 11,
when their brother Lazarus had died.
Following this first encounter in Luke
10 they obviously had become firm
friends.
Being strong supporters of Jesus
they are role models of faith, so these
verses are interesting and helpful in
assisting us to see how Christian
growth develops and shapes over
time and with good teaching.

Both of these women were sent ones,
but expressed it in different ways.
As the hostess, Martha would be facing
a significant hospitality challenge, and
her frustration with Mary in not offering
to help seems quite legitimate.
Mary however is content to sit at Jesus’
feet and simply receive from him.
Martha’s mistake was in presuming that
serving Jesus was more important than
spending time with him.
In the course of the life of a follower of
Jesus, there are appropriate times for
both - times to sit, listen and learn; and
times for active service.
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✴ Some people feel that this

story is about women and
gender roles. However it’s
not a passage primarily
about women, but about
discipleship.
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Read Luke 10:38-42
✤

✤

✴ Jesus values every person

based on the
overwhelming love of
God,

✴ To sit at someone’s feet

✤

meant that you were their
student, with the aim of
following in their
footsteps.
✤

✴ Tom Wright, 2004,
Luke for Everyone:

“We would be wrong to
see Martha and Mary as
models of the ‘active’ and
the ‘contemplative’ styles
of spirituality. Action and
contemplation are of
course both important.
Without the first you
wouldn't eat, without the
second you wouldn't
worship.”

The Sent Ones

✤

✤

Hospitality is a magnificent way of expressing
discipleship. The fact that these women opened
their home is to be commended. How do you
open your home for Kingdom work?

Jesus repeatedly challenged customary
boundaries. Traditionally, to sit at the feet of a
Rabbi was a male practice. [See Acts 22.3].
How do you see this passage challenging the
custom of who could and couldn’t learn?

Life is always full of tough choices. How can we
discern and then decide between what is good,
and what is better?

Why is it we prefer to do things for Jesus rather
than let him do something for us?

Is it possible to be too contemplative and not
active enough?

Which area do you need to work on [sitting at
Jesus’ feet or being too busy] to have good
balance in your life?

Mary and Martha

November 20 | Week 8

