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What’s been happening?
COVID is continuing to have a huge impact on the wellbeing of our school community due
to the huge increase in staff and student absences and the frequent difficulty in finding
enough relief staff to fill the gaps. More than ever I am grateful to be able to be here as a
caring presence for staff, parents and students.
A small story to illustrate, I popped into a classroom recently and the teacher said, “thank
goodness you’re here”, she had a student who had become upset in the classroom and gone
to sit outside. The teacher was aware that he was becoming more and more emotional but
was unable to leave the rest of the class to invest the time to sit with him for any length of
time. I sat next to him and encouraged him to slow his breathing down and take some deep
breathes. This was not easy. He was quite upset and kept telling me “I’ve got all these pains in my legs! I just want
to go to home! I think I’m having a heart attack.” I explained to him that it might be that there wasn’t enough oxygen
getting to his legs because of the way he was breathing. I assured him I would take him to the office if he would just
do five slow breaths with me. We did that and as we walked up to the office together he started to really calm down.
I was able to sit with him at the office looking at a Guiness book of records book and by the time mum arrived he was
in a much better place. Amazingly, after a hug and a pep talk from mum, he was ready to walk back to class. It
makes such a difference in schools to have someone who has the time and flexibility to sit with a student in moments
like that. Thank you for your support that lets me be one of those people here at Petrie.
Continuing programs
Many of the things that I do simply carry on from one term to the next: These include:
 Friday flowers – delivering a surprise bunch of flowers to a staff member each Friday.
 Staff “Oasis” – this is a quiet nook where staff can take a few moments to be still. This
term I encouraged the staff to take a moment to notice things of beauty around the school,
to take a photo and then display these in the Oasis – here is one of my favourites.
 Prayer group – for staff, parents and community members, meeting once a term.
 Lunch club for students who come to school without lunches.
 Breakfast Club - free toast and fruit to students before school every Wednesday.
New things
In term 2 I started a SUPA (Scripture Union Primary Age) club with
the help of one of the pastors from North Pine Anglican Church.
SUPA club is a lunchtime group which meets once a week to play
games and explore questions about God and spirituality. Students
require parent permission to attend and so I had naively assumed that
most of them would have some kind of existing church connection or
awareness. This is certainly not the case. On the very first week I
asked the students about who had a bible at home and one girl asked,
“What’s a bible?”. This was the first of many great questions like
“Who made God?”, “How can you be friends with Jesus if you don’t
know where he is?” and “Who is Amen?”

What’s coming up?





Next term we are launching a “Chappy Chums” program linking volunteer mentors with students meeting
one-to-one once a week to simply be another positive adult in their world. So far, I have one mentor lined up.
The annual fundraising dinner for our local chaplains at Ocean View
Estate is coming up on the 24th of August. Put the date in your diary
and start thinking about who you could invite to come along. It is
always an inspiring evening.
Spring Mapleton Adventure Camp

How you can be involved
Whatever your interest there is always something you could do! Whether it is being part of our prayer group, making
emergency meals, volunteering at breakfast club, becoming a “Chappy Chum”, or even just cutting out activity
resources, every little bit helps. If you would like to help out financially please visit www.suqld.org.au/donate

Thank You!
Thank you for your ongoing support and prayers, without you I couldn’t be here to do what I do.
If you no longer wish to receive these newsletters please let me know: narelle.odea@suchaplaincy.org.au

